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Contact listing for CMR Management and Roles:                                                      
 

 Name Phone Email 

President  Luke Prindiville 0408 159 686 president@castledare.com.au 

Vice President Richard Stuart 0419 907 489 Vice.president@castledare.com.au 

Secretary Robin Greeney 0403 071 461 secretary@castledare.com.au 

Minute Secretary Tricia Stuart 0450 394 871 committee@castledare.com.au 

Treasurer  Wendy Weeding 0413 748 300 treasurer@castledare.com.au 

Committee Members:   committee@castledare.com.au 

 Craig Belcher 0417 984 206 committee@castledare.com.au 

 Les Smith 0417 826 854 committee@castledare.com.au 

 Ken Belcher 0417 971 132 committee@castledare.com.au 

 Ben Jones 0427 652 182 committee@castledare.com.au 

Membership & Licenses Robin Greeney 0403 071 461 memberships@castledare.com.au  

Bookings Ken Belcher 08 9375 1223 cmr1963@castledare.com.au 

Boiler Inspector Richard Stuart 0419 907 489 committee@castledare.com.au 

Track Superintendent Craig Belcher 0417 984 206 committee@castledare.com.au 

Senior Janitor Keith Price   

Catering Manager Anna Smith   

Safety Officer John Watson   

First Aiders: Tania Watson 0419 929 564  

 Luke Prindiville 0408 159 686 committee@castledare.com.au 

 Tricia Stuart 0450 394 871 committee@castledare.com.au 

 Julian Cross 0448 540 912 Sora_whitmore@hotmail.com 

 Sarah Prindiville 0409 544 631 prindy01@bigpond.com 

    
Editor of Cinders & Soot: 
Assistant Editor: 

Tricia Stuart 
Anthony Malesic 

0450 394 871 
0468 445 022 editor@castledare.com.au 

No personal letters will be printed without committee approval 

Qualification Examiners:    

Steam Locomotives Richard Stuart Luke Prindiville   

Diesel Locomotives Craig Belcher John Watson   

Guard & Safe Working Tricia Stuart John Watson   

Signals Mike Crean Mitch Knyn   
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From the Editor’s Desk – by Tricia and Anthony 

Welcome to the May issue of Cinders and Soot.   
 
Did anyone read the article in last month’s edition - “Food (Fuel) for Thought”?  If you have 
any ideas, Les would love to hear from you! 
 
I have had a couple people ask where they can find my videos. So, I thought I would mention 
it here. Just go to www.youtube.com/c/TrainanaticOfficial all videos of CMR get posted 
there. 
 
Members Celebrating their Birthday this Month are: 
 

Cruz Xavier 
Edwards David 
Millhouse Hugh 
Mills Luke  
Smith Eddie 

 
Inside this edition: 
Pages 4 to 5 - Reports; President’s and Secretary’s 
Pages 5 to 7 - Feature Articles 
Page 7 - Congratulations 
Page 8 - For Sale 
Pages 9 to 10- CMR Gallery 
Page 11 - CMR Calendar 
Page 12 - List of Sponsors 

 
The COVID-19 notice below has been placed in various locations around CMR.  Look out for it 
when you next visit!  Note: we still need to adhere to all Government requirements 

COVID-19 Hygiene Important Notice 

Please help keep us all safe by following these 
simple protocols: 
 Wash your hands & sanitise before & after 

signing in (use your own pen if possible) 
 Use your own cup/glass for drinks 
 Sanitise ALL surfaces, including handles, 

tables, kitchen utensils, toilet and workshop 
surfaces/equipment, before and after use 

 Magazines should be read ONLY if wearing 
gloves 

NOTE: Hand sanitiser, gloves and paper towels are 
provided to assist you to comply.  Please feel free to 
bring your own if preferred. 

Thank you, from the CMR Committee 

http://www.youtube.com/c/TrainanaticOfficial
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REPORTS 

 
President’s Report – by Luke Prindiville  
Well the rains arrived in May, we have had a slow start to the steam season with only limited 
numbers on deck so far, I hope to add to these services myself in the very near future with 
Beechina and Sheree, Beechina is just suffering with some air leaks after the conversion from 
steam brakes to air brake, hopefully these will be rectified with the fitting of a more fit-for-
service brake valve. 
 
I hope to see more Steam loco owners out and about for the run days in the next few months 
and now that you are able to run on the 3rd Sundays as well there should be few excuses. 
 
Our run days this months have been well attended as you can read about in our Secretaries / 
DO’s report up next. 
 
We are also continuing along the planning stages of the new storage shed up near the toilet 
block and we hope to have everything finalised soon so that we can present it to you all at 
the General Meeting, thank you to Les and Robin for the work that is being undertaken. 
 
On General Meetings, please remember that the next one will be after the July first Sunday 
run (3rd of July) please make the effort to assist in packing up and then have lunch while we 
have the meeting. 
 
A reminder to all to let the Secretary know if you will be attending any run day so that you 
can be catered for at the end of the day, also if you are new to the lunch thing let him know if 
you have any special dietary requirements and we will do our best to cater for these as well. 
 
Until next month happy steaming. 
 
Secretary’s Report – by Robin Greeney  
The year is rapidly passing – I can’t believe it is May already! 
 
For those who were at the last run day you will have noticed a change as a result of the SAG 
(Safety Advisory Group) report to the Committee. We noticed that people start paying less 
attention to their duties after a period of time. This is why all training courses have a break 
every hour to allow you a “reset”. 
What we will be doing in future is providing everyone with at least one break during the 
event. This can be achieved in one of the following ways: 

• If driver and guard are both qualified for both duties then they can “top and tail” 
• The driver and/or guard can be replaced by another suitably qualified person whilst 

they take a break (not always possible with privately owned locomotives) 
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• The train can be taken out of service for a short period during which time driver and 
guard can have a comfort stop /stretch their legs. 

If the day is very, very busy this may not be possible, but this should be rare. 
 
Also, as we are all getting older and less agile (tell me about it), and some members have 
mobility issues, it has been decided to have a “runner” on all services where this is an issue. 
The runner will normally be a younger member who can also have guard experience at the 
same time, providing they have their Safe Working qualification. The runner will aid with 
collection of dropped items, going quickly to the rear to guard a stationary train and assisting 
passengers and also assisting the driver with any other physical activities. This will make life 
easier for we “more mature members”. 
 
Again, I’d like to appeal to members to be more flexible on run days. Those in the ticket 
office, on the gate, assisting with loading/unloading also need to take breaks and comfort 
stops. This is your opportunity to gain some new skills… and you never know – you might also 
enjoy your newfound abilities! 
 
Now to what I have stated many times…. our continued viability depends on the funds raised 
on public run days…. the money we earn each year from these days mostly gets spent on 
maintenance of the track, insurance etc. If you can attend then please do so. I’ve also heard 
comments that running double consists limits the number of those who can operate services. 
This is necessary if too few put up their hands to attend…. so I must use the limited resources 
most efficiently. If more people indicate their intention to attend IN ADVANCE, then I can 
plan for more services… and I can let Anna know how many to cater for. At the moment we 
have to guestimate how many will just “turn up” on the day. 
 
The handover of the land to the State Government appears to be progressing if somewhat 
slowly. There are still discussions between Nobles, the Church and Council on some issues – 
but we are getting there! Once we are no longer on Church land it opens up the opportunity 
for us to apply for Government grants. 
 
I would like to close by acknowledging Roger for his tireless work on our club (and Private) 
locos.  Thanks, your efforts are appreciated. 
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Feature Articles – by Les Smith 
OVERNIGHTING 
Back in 1948 thru to 1953 one would travel around the South West with Dad and one of his 
brothers during the school holidays where they undertook their work as “monumental 
masons”. Such trips would involve sleeping somewhere for a couple of nights and “camp 
stretchers” were set up in the cemetery waiting shelter...it got a bit cold some nights!   
 
Christmas and Easter camping trips had departure from home in the early evening to get down 
to Augusta or as far as Bremer Bay or somewhere in-between where there was good fishing. 
The idea was to arrive early in the morning to get a good camping spot. Late in the night we 
used a WAGR road bus shelter for a kip. Augusta was great as one could get a footplate ride 
on a MSA North from Flinders Bay. 
 
Fast forward a little and in 1960 two fellow apprentices off on a spear fishing trip after work 
towards the coast West of Denmark decided to use a shelter hut that usually was a feature of 
small railway sidings, just past Greenbushes. It was raining heavily and so they climbed into an 

empty FD van parked there and closed the door (the 
other side was still locked and sealed) thus keeping dry 
as the shelter hut only had three sides. At around 2am 
there was a slight jerk and then a small shunt to couple 
to a train, despite some loud protests, they went back 
to Donnybrook. 
 
Now, two weeks ago, the Hotham Dinner Train got to 
Etmilyn to find, as shown below, a couple camping 
overnight that had pitched their shelter tent too close 
to the rail tracks. This caused some entertainment for 
the dining passengers and embarrassment for the 
young couple that had actually placed the pegs between 
the rails! 
 

PUMPS and STEAM LOCOMOTIVES. 
There was an excellent article published in the recent “journal” from SASMEE, a brother 
Adelaide club on mechanically driven boiler feed pumps for steam locomotives. The Journal 
was distributed to all members a week or so ago. 
 
Axle or cross-head driven pumps for injecting water for boiler feed or maintaining a vacuum 
(brakes) were used from the earliest days of steam locomotive development.  
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Axle driven water pumps were phased out and replaced by injectors due to less maintenance 
(no mechanical components flogging around) and warmer water was supplied due to heat 
from the steam used. Some large American locomotives also had an electric driven pump to 
handle warm water, but that is another story. The injection of cold water into a boiler was 
seen to be a problem and WAGR steam locomotives in the early days had the entry at mid 
boiler level but for some reason changed to top of boiler entry. Top entry was usually 
associated with a “tray” directly below to disperse the cold water into the steam and not down 
directly to form a cold spot directly above the heating tubes which may not have had too much 
coverage particularly if going up hill. With the introduction of the W and V classes, mid boiler 
entry was introduced and was applied to new boilers or boilers having heavy repairs. There 
were ten (10) elderly Fs locomotives with new boilers that featured the double entry on the 
left side complete with the modern W class fittings. This improved their appearance. 
 
The Victorian Gov’t railways used old 0-6-0 steamers for shunting that had mechanical water 
pumps. In the Melbourne “yards” they would be parked at the shunter’s humpy during the lull 
of activity with the crews having lunch. At around 12-30 a driver or fireman would emerge, 
drive a loco down to a greased track at the yard end, set the loco against the buffers and open 
the regulator to spin the wheels and when satisfied that enough water had been injected, 
return back to the humpy. 
 
The Great Western Railway in the UK used a vacuum pump driven from the cross-head and 
can still be seen on many preserved engines to maintain train pipe vacuum when running 
and thus the vacuum ejector could be turned off to save steam. These were not “pumps” in 
that they sucked air from the train pipe and exhausted to atmosphere…and were quite noisy 
when slowly running around the yard as a light engine. This is also another story and not of 
great general interest as CMR is not using vacuum brakes. The vacuum brake items that were 
planned many many years ago but never implemented, were donated to a good home a few 
years ago. 
 
 

Congratulations to the following people 
Congratulations to the following people… 

 Isaac Hamilton on passing the Guard theory exam this month. 
 Luke Depane on passing the Guard theory exam this month. 
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FOR SALE 
 
 
 
 

 
 

7 ¼” Gauge Four Wheel Wagon 
 

Formerly served as loco tender at “Whistle Stop Railway” 
 

Price: $400 o.n.o. 
 

Contact Richard Stuart: 0419 907 489 
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CMR Calendar 2022 
April May June 

1 Fr  1 Su Niana Run Day (10.00 start) 1 We Work Day 

2 Sa Run Day Prep Work 2 Mo  2 Th  

3 Su Niana Run Day (10.00 start) 3 Tu  3 Fr  

4 Mo  4 We Work Day 4 Sa Run Day Prep Work 

5 Tu  5 Th  5 Su Niana Run Day (10.00 start) 

6 We Work Day 6 Fr  6 Mo WA Day  

7 Th  7 Sa Track Work Day 7 Tu  

8 Fr  8 Su Members Day 8 We Work Day 

9 Sa Track Work Day 9 Mo  9 Th  

10 Su Members Day 10 Tu  10 Fr  

11 Mo  11 We Work Day 11 Sa Track Work Day 

12 Tu  12 Th  12 Su Members Day 

13 We Work/School Hols Run Day/Comm 
Meeting 

13 Fr  13 Mo  

14 Th  14 Sa Committee Mtg / Work 14 Tu  

15 Fr Good Friday/Steam-Fest 15 Su Wilson Run Day 15 We Work Day / Comm Meeting 

16 Sa Easter Sat / Steam-Fest 16 Mo C&S submissions close 16 Th  

17 Su Wilson Run Day 17 Tu  17 Fr Workshop Night 

18 Mo Easter Monday 18 We Work Day 18 Sa Work 

19 Tu C&S submissions close 19 Th  19 Su Wilson Run Day 

20 We Work/School Hols Run Day 20 Fr Workshop Night 20 Mo C&S submissions close 

21 Th  21 Sa  21 Tu  

22 Fr  22 Su  22 We Work Day 

23 Sa  23 Mo  23 Th  

24 Su  24 Tu  24 Fr  

25 Mo ANZAC Day 25 We Work Day 25 Sa  

26 Tu  26 Th  26 Su  

27 We Work Day 27 Fr  27 Mo  

28 Th  28 Sa  28 Tu  

29 Fr  29 Su  29 We Work Day 

30 Sa Run Day Prep Work/Gen Mtg 30 Mo  30 Th  

   31 Tu     

https://www.calendarpedia.com/
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Possibly the Most Awesome Hose and 
Fittings Shop in the Entire World!  
U8/2 Carson Road, Malaga WA 6090 

204 Collier Road, Bayswater WA 6053 

57 Baile Road, Canning Vale, WA 6155 

Carlisle WA 6101 

 
Disclaimer 
Cinders & Soot is the newsletter of the Castledare Miniature Railway Inc. and is published by volunteers for the sole purpose of 
disseminating news and information relating to the Association for the personal enjoyment of interested parties. 
Any statements made or information given are the personal opinions of the individuals credited and do not represent the policy, 
procedures or position of the Association or of any other organisations on any matter unless they are specifically identified as being 
formal statements on behalf of the Association or such statements are credited to an elected representative of the Association’s 
executive committee acting in their official capacity. 
Any photographs published may have been taken out of context or posed or edited or modified to enhance their entertainment value 
or visual appeal and do not implicitly or explicitly depict the standard operating procedures and safe working practices of the 
Association. 
Copyright remains with the original authors and photographers and the content must not be reproduced in whole or part for any 
purpose other than the personal use of the recipient. 

 
 

We would like to thank the support from the below  
Local Businesses: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.bing.com/local?lid=YN3997x247760372&id=YN3997x247760372&q=BOC&name=BOC&cp=-32.0661315917969%7e115.905403137207&ppois=-32.0661315917969_115.905403137207_BOC&FORM=SNAPST

